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Site Security personnel working the barricades have observed that many vehicles are coming through the
barricades without front license plates. Properly displayed license plates assist Site Security personnel in ex-
pediting access. Site Security and the Benton County Sheriff’s Office would like you to be aware that Wash-
ington State-licensed cars and trucks are required to display both a
front and a rear license plate.

Title 46 of the Revised Code of Washington deals with the issues
of motor vehicles and their operation. Under RCW 46.16.230, two li-
cense plates are issued for most vehicles. Trailers, semi-trailers and
motorcycles are issued only one license plate.

RCW 46.16.240 addresses how these plates are to be mounted and displayed on vehicles. If two plates
are issued they “shall be attached conspicuously at the front and rear of each vehicle for which the same are
issued and in such a manner that they can be plainly seen and read at all times.” If only one plate has been
issued for the vehicle, “it shall be attached to the vehicle’s rear.”

The State of Washington issues registration tabs that are placed on the rear license plate only.  It is pos-
sible that some people may be confused by this fact and think only the rear plate is required. Not so. As the
state law currently stands, two plates are required.

T vehicle may be stopped by a law-enforcement officer for having a missing license plate. The penalty for
this violation is $86. Check your vehicle to ensure that you are properly displaying the required license
plates. For more information on traffic laws or to search the RCWs, go to http://search.leg.wa.gov/pub/
textsearch/default.asp . ■

Display license plates on the front and rear of your vehicle
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